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I oppose that on spiritual grounds. Suppose you have to
choose your wife from among the million women. You exercise
your passion in respect of such a good number. If the extent of
your choice is less, you restrict the exercise of your passion to that
limited extent. You are benefited spiritually by curtailing the
extent of your choice of women. It is better that you restrict
your choice exclusively to your caste.

Suppose that a man of one caste falls in love with a woman of another
caste and that woman reciprocates his love. Will you stand in the way of their
marriage ?

I will not stand between them and their marriage on
grounds of non-violence. Suppose my son wants to marry my
daughter. I will not stand in the way of their marriage. But one
thing I will do. I will not allow them room under my roof.

The time being up, Mr. Madhavan requested Mahatmaji to give an autho-
ritative statement of his opinion on temple-entry question. Immediately
Mahatmaji wrote his opinion on a foolscap paper and handed it over to
* Mr. Madhavan. On reading that, Mr. Madhavan said: "Nothing is mention-
ed in this on the part the Congress party should take in the agitation." Then
Mahatmaji added the following sentence to what was already written:

Asked whether the Local Congress Committee should help in the
matter, of the rights of Ezhavas and others, Mr. Gandhi empha-
tically said that it was their duty to do so, '

On reading this Mr, Madhavan asked: "Does it clearly state that the
Local Congress Committee should take temple-entry as an item of their
practical programme?"

Yes, it is clear on that point.   The word "should" is there.
Mr. Madhavan wished good-bye and left his presence.

The Hindu, 30-9-1921

84.   SPEECH AT TINNEVELLY
September 23, 1921
Mahatma Gandhi who appeared in a single   loin-cloth . . . delivered a
stirring address which was translated then and there by Mr. T, R. Mahadeva
Aiyar and by Dr. Rajan. . . .
FRIENDS,
I thank you for the address and the purse for the Tilak Swaraj
Fund.  But more than for the address and the purse I wish to